
Family and ancestry of 
Francis Clayton of Chesterfield County, Virginia 

 A few efforts to trace the family of Francis Clayton in the area of Chesterfield County, 
Virginia have had little success to date. Courthouse fires and other casualties wreaked 
devastating losses on colonial documentation in systems that were often not yet fully established. 
At this time, however, broad availability of electronic records and the emergence of genetic data 
are enabling research that would not have have been possible ten or twenty years ago. In fact, 
there is now enough identifiable evidence to establish the family groups and locations in which 
Francis’s line descended, though not enough specifics to name most individuals with certainty. 

 There are records of five individual Claytons, three men and two women, being 
transported to Virginia from 1635 to 1638. Traditional and genetic evidence indicates origins of 
at least two of these in Lancashire, England. The Claytons and other early arrivals settled first 
along the James River, not far from Francis’s later home in Chesterfield.  

 From the first settlements, the family branched out to other locations in Virginia and 
other colonies. By 1750, a clan of Claytons had become established in then Lunenburg County, 
Virginia and adjacent Granville County, North Carolina. These included a William Clayton who 
appears a likely candidate for Francis’s father, as well as William’s other children. A little after 
this time, the family also began to settle in the Ninety Six District of South Carolina. 

 There were other early Clayton settlers in the area whose lines I have been unable to 
trace backward or forward. There are some hints that these reflect groups related more or less 
closely to each other in England, who came at different times on different ships to the Virginia 
area. 

* * * 

 There have been various investigations of the roots of Francis Clayton. Notable among 
these are the Clayton FamilyTree DNA (FTDNA) project1 and the website of Mel Brashears.2 
FTDNA includes not only genetic results, which are highly accurate, but also some family trees 
submitted by participants, which in my view are mostly but not always accurate. One of the 
FTDNA genetic groupings includes an ascent traced to Francis Clayton of Chesterfield County, 
Virginia. Mel’s Website, as it it called, also includes Francis as an incidental offshoot, but in that 
inclusion provides the key insight that Francis and his siblings were present in Granville, North 
Carolina, as well as Virginia. Taken together, FTDNA and Mel’s Website provide a 
complementary and mutually reinforcing view of Francis’s immediate family that can be well 
corroborated from primary record sources. 

 Documentation may come in various forms. (i) If they were recorded and preserved, vital 
records of births, marriages and deaths are the staples of traditional genealogy. Property records 
including wills, land deeds, and tax lists were most often well kept, but by their nature limited to 
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those who had property. In particular, women could not own property, except when a widow 
acquired rights by dower to part of her husband’s estate. In tracing the events along the way, it is 
critical to distinguish from absence of records of interest reflecting the loss of all records, and 
absence of records of interest because the events did not actually occur as we are hypothesizing. 
(ii) Genetic data, carefully interpreted, can be revealing and decisive, but needs to be taken hand-
in-hand with other evidence.3 The conclusions from it can be no more accurate than the reported 
family trees it ties to. (iii) As eminent genealogist Elizabeth Shown Mills has stressed,4 
migrations were of groups. Families maintained their ties with each other and with allied families 
for generations, even as they moved from place to place. Here, the families followed a common 
inland migration path from Virginia to north central North Carolina to north central South 
Carolina.5 (iv) Unusual given names, or repetitive patterns of common given names, often have 
identifying value.  

 Two of these points deserve specific comment here. First, following the movements of 
other families gives us indications about the Claytons. If as happened here, someone who 
married a Smith6 appears forty years later next door to a Smith,7 that may be worth noting but 
not very convincing by itself. On the other hand, continuing chains of unusual names such as 
Tunstall,8-10 Poythress11, 12 and Ragsdale13-15 associated with the Clayton family of interest in all 
probability go beyond mere coincidence. Second, the recurrent pairing of the common given 
name of William with the uncommon one of Jeremiah, across four or five generations, will be 
remarkable here. 

 Some months after I had completed research in traditional sources and earlier versions of 
this manuscript, I found a significant match to my own autosomal DNA16 that could not be 
explained through any of my known ancestors. Review of the pedigree supplied with the genetic 
information17 showed a family member, William Dobbins, who lived in the Colonial era County 
Line District of Granville, North Carolina close to the Claytons and associated families there. It 
seems likely that the two families intermarried, Francis Clayton’s wife possibly being Elizabeth 
Dobbins. 

 Altogether, the documentation in this manuscript is most often indirect and detailed. That 
is in the nature of genealogical research based on circumstantial evidence. Unfortunately, it 
makes for a longer manuscript than I would have liked. 

Francis Clayton, his wife Elizabeth, and their children 

Francis 

 It is clear that Francis was present in Chesterfield, Virginia and in Granville, North 
Carolina. 

 The first known appearance of Francis Clayton was in 1755, when he bought 200 acres of 
land in Chesterfield for £15.18 He appears in the 1756 tax lists there, with three tithables, that is 
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adult males.19 In 1760 in Chesterfield, Francis Clayton successfully brought a lawsuit against 
John Roberts, winning an award of £8 7s 4p — a reasonably substantial amount, more than half 
of what he had paid for his land — plus court costs.20 In 1762, the Chesterfield tax lists show 
Francis, James and perhaps Thomas Clayton — the handwriting for the last is very difficult.19, 21 
Thomas was the first son listed in Francis’s will;22 it is not clear who James was, since he is not 
included in the list of children in the will. He may have been a son who died early, or another 
relation. It is worth noting that a Chesterfield Court case of William Clayton against Jeremiah 
Clayton was dismissed in 1767. 

 Meanwhile in Granville, North Carolina, in 1758 Francis Clayton is named as a chain-
bearer, along with William Clayton, for a survey authorized in a land warrant to Jeremiah 
Clayton.23 In 1762, the tax lists of Granville include Francis Clayton.24 Does this mean he was a 
different person from the one shown in the Chesterfield lists for the same year? — I don’t think 
so. My experience is that the same individual may appear in a number of tax lists of different 
places if he owns taxable property in those locations. I have found no signs that Francis ever 
owned land in Granville; he might have had slaves or livestock there. There are many other 
contextual ties placing Francis’s family in both areas. In Granville in 1763, William and 
Elizabeth Clayton granted 65 acres of land to Jeremiah Clayton. Witnesses were Samuel 
Whithead, John Roberts, Francis Clayton, John Clayton, and Goin Clayton.25 In 1764, Jeremiah 
Clayton granted 100 acres of land in Granville to William Clayton, Jr. Francis Clayton was a 
witness.26 In 1766, the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for Granville County awarded to 
Thomas Bressie, plaintiff, against Francis Clayton, defendant, 22 shillings and 9 pence in 
Virginia money.27 The next year, in an amusing verdict, the jury of the same court awarded 
Francis Nash one penny in damages against the estate of Francis Clayton.28 — The levy in 
Virginia money, which was not common in that context, and the suit against the estate, i.e. the 
total assets of a person, living or dead, suggest that Francis Clayton might not have been 
personally present in North Carolina at that time. 

 Francis Clayton’s will22, written in Chesterfield in 1771, names his wife Elizabeth, and 
“all my Children, Thomas, William, John, Lucy, Francis, Joseph & Bettey.” It seems reasonable 
to guess that the will lists the children the order of their births. 

Elizabeth (wife) 

 I have found no direct documentation about Elizabeth beyond her name in her husband’s 
will. As will be discussed more fully below, there is some reason to hypothesize that she may 
have been Elizabeth Dobyns, daughter of Daniel Dobyns of Essex County, Virginia. 

Thomas (son) 

 In 1784 a Chesterfield lawsuit of Thomas Clayton against Henry Randolph was settled 
out of court.29 In 1790, Thomas Clayton and Mary Smith were married in Chesterfield.6 In 1794 
and 1796, Thomas Clayton patented two parcels of land in the Ninety Six District of South 
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Carolina.30, 31 The 1830 census for Spartanburg, a part of the former Ninety-Six District, shows 
Thomas Clayton, aged 80 to 90, next to Joseph Smith.7 The age bracket indicates that he was 
born 1740 to 1750, and the surname (a very common one) of his neighbor matches that of the 
Chesterfield bride. 

William (son) 

 There were a few different William Claytons in the family in that period, so that often 
there is no way to tell which was involved the record of in a particular event. It is reasonably 
clear that William, as co-executor of his father Francis’s estate, sold the land from the legacy in 
1773.32 In 1774, two Chesterfield lawsuits involving William Clayton were dismissed because of 
his death,33 but I would guess that the death was of Francis’s brother William or, less likely, their 
father. The death may not have been in Chesterfield. 

 Curiously, William is the only one of the sons not to receive a specific bequest of land 
from his father, though since he was co-executor of the will, he was obviously a trusted and older 
son. I suspect the reason was that William already had land. It is possible that he went to 
Granville, North Carolina along with other family members, at least a couple of them named 
William, but my guess is that from Chesterfield he struck out for South Carolina. In 1769, three 
years before Francis’s death, a plat was laid out for William Clayton in then Craven County, a 
large, only partially defined area in the northern part of the state.34 There are other land grants to 
him in 1774, 1775 and 1793 in that area.35-37 The 1790 census shows him in Greenville County 
along with other members of the Clayton, Easley and Gowen families.38 Later references to 
William Clayton may refer to family descendants. 

John (son) 

 John is the only of Francis’s sons known to have remained in Chesterfield. He purchased 
200 acres of land in 1770 for £60.39 He married Sarah [—] and had three sons: John, Thomas and 
Lennie (Leonard).40 In 1776, he was shown on the tax lists of Dale Parish along with household 
member Lett, presumably short for “Lettice” or “L(a)etitia,”41 the Latin form of “Joy.” Her 
presence is curious. Perhaps she was a first wife, before Sarah. John died about 1785, probate 
records indicate. 

Francis (son) 

 In 1790, the census for Spartanburg County, South Carolina shows Frances [sic] Claton 
on one page and Jeremiah Claton on the next.38 The 1830 census for the same area shows Francis 
Clayton as head of a household with a number of younger persons, who might be grandchildren.7 
That census categorizes him as 80 to 90 years old, which would place his birth at 1740 to 1750. 
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Joseph (son) 

 Joseph’s given name is the only one in his family that does not have an apparent origin in 
earlier relatives’ names. One possibility is that it was after Joseph Gowan, a member of a family 
close to the Claytons.42 (Note the Gowen Clayton discussed below.) 

 There is disagreement about what became of Joseph. I personally find that the 
preponderance of the evidence is that he joined the Revolutionary War artillery company of 
Drury Ragsdale and subsequently moved to Kentucky.43 Others have categorically ruled out this 
possibility.44 

Lucy and Bettey (daughters) 

 Unfortunately, I have been able to find nothing at all about the two daughters beyond 
their mention in their father’s will. Women could not own property except by widowhood, and 
the surviving records — wills, deeds to land, and tax lists — largely dealt with property. 

Proposed siblings of Francis Clayton 

 I will follow here the list shown by Mel Brashears,2, although as far as I can tell from 
primary documentation, some of the persons shown could be cousins of one or another degree 
rather than brothers. Jeremiah, Gowen, Francis and William are most closely tied together, and 
the events surrounding their lives appear to be most useful for tracing the family tree. However, 
it is evident that the others are part of the same clan. 

 This material in this section is very detailed, far beyond the interest level of many 
readers. The circumstantial nature of much of the evidence makes the discussion even more 
lengthy. However, it is fundamental to understanding and corroborating the paths and 
relationships between the previous and coming generations, so I am including it here. Some 
readers may wish to just skim it, others to skip it entirely. 

Jeremiah (brother) 

 The first records I have found of Jeremiah are in a 1754 militia list of Granville, North 
Carolina, where he appears with William Clayton.42 This is a year before Francis’s first 
appearance in the purchase of land in Chesterfield,18 supporting the notion that the three are 
contemporaries coming into adulthood. Also present on the militia list are William and Joseph 
Gowan, members of an allied family that appears with the Claytons in three states.45-48, and other 
families associated in their migrations, including the Stovalls, the Hembrys, the Osborns and the 
Yanceys. In 1755, Jeremiah Clayton appears on the Granville tax lists.49 In 1757, he appears in 
Chesterfield, Virginia when a lawsuit he brought against William Graves is dismissed because of 
the death of the defendant.50 In 1758, Jeremiah obtains a warrant for 640 acres of land to be 
surveyed.51 William Clayton and Francis Clayton are listed as chain-bearers for the survey, 
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further corroborating the proposed relationship as brothers. In 1762, Jeremiah Clayton is granted 
a patent for 640 acres of land on both sides of Jonathan’s Creek in Granville.52 

 In 1763, William and Elizabeth Clayton grant 65 acres of land to Jeremiah Clayton for 
£10.25 All are noted to be Granville residents. Witnesses include Francis Clayton, John Clayton, 
and Goin [Gowen] Clayton, as well as John Roberts. This transaction appears to buttress the 
hypothesis that William is the father of the other Claytons shown. The price of the land is 
modest, and it is natural that he would be helping a son get started in life. The younger William 
was explicitly designated as “Jr.” in a land sale the next year.  

 Jeremiah Clayton holds the dubious distinction, despite the paucity of surviving records, 
of having at least four lawsuits against him noted, in two different states, within a period of three 
years. In 1767 in Chesterfield, a suit brought by his own brother William was dismissed.53 In 
Granville, Jeremiah was defendant in three lawsuits from 1766 to 1768.54-56 

John (brother) 

 According to the military pension application of John Clayton,57 he was born about 1734. 
In 1758 the Court of Granville, North Carolina found that he had trespassed against Edmund 
Covington without making the agreed restitution, assessing £6 14s 9p in damages.58 The next 
year, William Johnson was awarded £10 7s for damages from John Clayton and John Coleman.59 
John Clayton served as a lieutenant in the Revolutionary War under Colonel [Samuel] Earle of 
Greenville, South Carolina. In 1791, John Clayton obtained a patent for 925 acres of land on the 
middle fork of the Tygar River in Greenville County, part of the then Ninety Six District of South 
Carolina.60 In 1792, William Easley obtained a patent for 440 acres adjoining land of John 
Clayton.61 In 1793, John Clayton conveyed his 925 acres land to William Easley. The deed was 
witnessed by Jno. Gowen & Allen Gowen.47 

 John married Hannah Kyle, who was born about 1769, on January 1, 1794. Sometime 
before 1809, the couple had moved to Hawkins County, Tennessee. He died on November 15, 
1828.57 

 As always with very common names such as John, it is easy to conflate and muddle the 
series of events from different individuals’ lives. 

Gowen (brother) 

 The name Gowen is evidently derived from the surname of a family that the Claytons 
associated with across three generations and three states. 

 Gowen Clayton appears in the 1762 tax lists of Granville County, North Carolina.24 He is 
a witness there in 1763 to conveyance of land by William and Elizabeth Clayton to Jeremiah 
Clayton.25 In 1764 and 1765, he was defendant in two lawsuits in Granville, losing both cases.62, 
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63 By 1790, Gowen has moved to the areas of Spartanburg, South Carolina. He is present there 
through 1820, along with a son Gowen. The 1790 census for adjoining Greenville County shows 
a notable clustering of members of allied families: William Easely, Allen Gowin, Samuel Easley, 
William Clayton, Gowin Clayton, and Ann Easley.38 

 The younger Gowen is shown as an ancestor in Group I of the FamilyTree Y-DNA 
Clayton results, along with the Francis Clayton of Chesterfield.1 

William (brother) 

 There were two William Claytons present in Colonial-era Granville, North Carolina, who 
appear to me to be Francis’s brother and their father. Sometimes the recorded name includes the 
suffix “Junior,” which makes things clear, and sometimes the context seems to suggest a younger 
person. At other times, there is no way to tell which is involved. 

 A reasonable starting point for this proposed sibling would be to guess that he would be 
moving into adulthood at more or less the same time and place as his brothers, here Jeremiah and 
Francis. In fact we find that in 1758 Francis and William are designated as chain carriers in a 
survey of land in Granville warranted to Jeremiah Clayton.23 The pairing itself suggests 
brotherhood, and the role of chain carrier in surveying virgin land required little skill but some 
stamina and vigor — a young man’s task. In the same year, William is assigned to a road crew in 
Granville, indicating that he was then hale and hearty enough for such heavy work.64 In the same 
county, he is in the 1762 tax lists, listed explicitly as “William Clayton, Junr.” in the household 
of James Yancey.24 

 The presence of William Clayton in James Yancey’s household indicates a more than 
casual relationship of some kind. Mel Brashears in fact reports that William married James’s 
daughter Elizabeth.2 However, James Yancey’s will65 does not cite such a daughter, and there are 
conflicting reports across the internet of whether such a person existed and (if so) whom she 
married. It may be noted that James came from New Kent County in Virginia, within a few miles 
of the earlier Claytons discussed  below, so it is possible but unproven that the clans knew each 
other there. 

 Granville County, North Carolina abuts then Lunenburg, now Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia. The family groups and activities of one sometimes spilled over into the other, so that it 
takes a full view of both sides of the border to grasp and follow the family connections. In 1757, 
the court orders for Lunenburg66 appoint William Cleaton and John Cleaton for a road “into 
Ingrams Road that goes over Maherrin River,” which meanders across the border between the 
two states. In 1760, William Embry of an associated family left his will,15 naming as executor 
John Ragsdale, whose grandson Drury Ragsdale was a close neighbor of the Claytons in 
Chesterfield and captain of the artillery company Joseph Clayton would join in 1777.67 In 1762, 
William Cleaton bought 373 acres of land in Lunenburg from James Harwell.68 In 1763, William 
Cleaton patented 400 acres of land in Lunenburg on the head of Miles Creek.69 In 1764, Wm. 
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Cleeton and Wm. Clayton, Jr. were listed together in St. James Parish with 375 acres of land and 
2 tithables.70 The Lunenburg tax lists for the same year show a number of members of associated 
families, including William Easley, George Newton (junior), John Ragsdale, John Puryear, and 
Richard Yancey. 

 In 1764, the Granville County Court awarded the executors of Darwin Elwick damages of 
£13 3s 10p, plus costs and interest, against William Clayton, who did not appear in court for 
whatever reason.71 In 1766, John Pleasants recovered damages of £7 17s 8p against William.72 

 In 1774, Chesterfield, Virginia court records reflect two lawsuits involving William 
Clayton dismissed because of his death.33 I suspect that this was the death was of Francis’s 
brother (called “Junior” in Granville), a year or two following Francis’s. It is possible but seems 
less likely that it was of the elder William. Since there are no Chesterfield probate records 
reflecting the death, it is reasonable to suppose that it occurred elsewhere. 

Ursula (possible sister) 

 Mel Brashears lists one daughter in the family, Ursula, who married George Newton. 
There is scant information about her, but the little there is supports that report. In 1762 in 
Granville, North Carolina, the tax lists show a household with three taxable males: William 
Clayton, Francis Clayton and George Newton.24 In 1807 in Davidson County, Tennessee “Ussley 
Newton” is one of the administrators for the intestate probate of George Newton.73 

Isham (cousin or brother) 

 I am unconvinced that Isham fits as an immediate family member. There were at least 
three successive generations of Ishams. In Orangeburg, South Carolina in 1756, an Isham 
Clayton served as surety in the baptism of James Clayton.74 He bought 200 acres of land in 
Colleton County, South Carolina in 1772,75 and sold it in 1774.76 He made his will in 1778, 
naming his wife Anna and his sons James and Isham.77 The son Isham was involved in various 
land transactions. A 1790 deed from Anne Easley to Edmond Bearden recites that the land abuts 
“a branch Call’d Isham Claytons Branch,” which could reflect the recurrent ties between the 
Claytons and the Easleys.48 

Augustine (brother) 

 According to Augustine Clayton’s Revolutionary War pension application, he was born 
on March 4, 1755.78 The application further reports that in 1775, when he was living along the 
Catawba River in South Carolina,  

… he entered the service of the United States under Captain John Gowan [John Gowen], Captain 
of a company of Light Horse; the Lieutenant of the company was John Clayton brother of 
Augustine… He afterwards volunteered in July 1776, to march against the Cherokee Indians… he 
got his discharge, in the winter of 1776: – He now removed to Spartanburg District, in the upper 
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part of South Carolina, and was out occasionally under the same Captain Gowen of Thomas's 
Regiment, until the year 1780… in the year 1782 he enlisted for 6 months under Captain Gowen, 
and after serving the full time for which he enlisted was honorably discharged, return home on 
New Year's Day in 1783. 

 In 1785, Austin Clayton received a patent for 200 acres on Cedar Shoal Creek in the 
Ninety Six District of South Carolina.79 In 1788, Austen Clayton obtained a patent for 190 acres 
on a branch of the Tygar River in the same District.80 In 1793, Augustine Clayton received a 
patent for 872 acres on branches of Beaver Dam Creek, in the same district.81 In 1796, he 
received a patent for 330 acres in the same location.82 From 1795 to 1799, Rev. Augustine 
Clayton was co-pastor of the Tyger River (Friendship) Baptist Church, southeast of the Town of 
Spartanburg.83 In 1800, he was a member of the Bethel Association of the church and deputed as 
a messenger to Georgia. At about this time, his house burned down and church members raised 
funds to help him deal with the disaster.78, 83 In the same year he appeared in the census of 
Spartanburg, South Carolina.84 In 1803, he moved to Kentucky.83 He was in Warren County in 
1820.85 In 1834, he made an oral will there.86 

 Augustine’s tree is reported in the FamilyTree Y-DNA Group 1.1 I have possibly 
sometimes confused a reported son named Austin with his father Augustine; there are other 
reports that the father Augustine was also known as Austin. The birth date of 1755 reported in the 
military pension application would place Augustine almost a generation later in time than 
expected, yet there seems no particular reason to doubt his statement that he was the brother of 
John, who appears almost at the same time as the reported eldest brothers. It is beyond the scope 
of the current effort to sort out these issues. 

Francis’s & Elizabeth’s parents 

 William Clayton appears to be a good candidate for father of Francis and the siblings 
discussed above. He is of about the right age, in about the right place, and keeping the right 
company. William appears as a deed witness in 1740 in Goochland County, along with James 
Gowen.46 This establishes that William was born sometime before, say, 1720 and provides a 
connection with the allied Gowen family. In 1747, William Clayton appears in a road petition in 
the Grassy Creek area of Granville County, North Carolina.64 “Wm. Going & Son Joseph” 
appear in the 1755 Granville tax lists.49 “James Going” is noted to have patented land in 
Granville and entered it in 1760.87 There are similar links between Goochland and Granville in 
the allied Easley88, 89 and Hembree (Embry)64, 90 families. Daniel Clayton, who by report is 
genetically tied to Francis,1 had obtained a patent for 200 acres in Goochland in 1740;91, 92 by 
1761 Daniel’s son and heir of the land, John, was noted to be a resident of North Carolina,92 
though not specifically of Granville. The 1769 tax lists of Granville93 include a Daniel Clayton, 
who presumably fits in somewhere, though I’m not sure exactly where. John Stovall and Joel 
Chandler, whose families appear as William Clayton’s close neighbors in the 1755 Granville 
rolls, came from the south side of the James River in then Henrico, now Chesterfield County, 
which was Francis Clayton’s location.24, 32, 94 
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  In 1763 William and his wife Elizabeth granted land in Granville to Jeremiah Clayton,25 
giving us the incidental fact of a wife’s given name. The timing of the events and the very low 
price of £10 suggest that these may have been Jeremiah’s parents, setting him up to begin his 
new life as an adult, but that is speculation. 

 Autosomal DNA usually isn’t very helpful in research of remote ancestry, because — on 
average — it is diluted by half each generation. However, even a series of random coin tosses 
may have extended streaks of heads or tails, and adjacent segments of  chromosomes may tend to 
stick together in non-random fashion. As genetic databases grow, the chances of useful 
individual matches grow. If a significant match emerges, it may be useful in confirming 
relationships already identified. Of more interest, a significant match that doesn’t fit with any 
known ancestry may provide clues about unidentified ancestors — if there’s a good family tree 
for the match. I was lucky enough to come across such a match in this research.16 There is a 
significant amount of shared DNA on chromosomes 17 and 18. Even more remarkably, one of 
the reported ancestors on my match’s tree,17 William Dobbins (Dobyns), lived in the County Line 
District of Granville, North Carolina within a mile or so of William and Jeremiah Clayton. This 
combination of genetic and matching traditional records provides very strong evidence of some 
connection between the two families. 

 The first record I have found of William Dobbins in Granville is his 1758 attachment of 
the estate of George Morris, awarded to the plaintiff by the defendant’s default.95 In 1759, 
William Dobyns (so spelled) signed a petition for laying of a road near the head of Grassy 
Creek.64 In 1761, William Dobbins purchased 140 acres of land on both sides of Grassy Creek, 
close to the Claytons on Jonathans (now Johnsons) Creek.96 The 1762 tax list of Granville24 
shows William Dobbins five lines away from William Clayton, Jr., and includes Francis and 
other Claytons among its sixty-nine taxable households. In 1765, William Dobbins sold his 140 
acres of land.97 There is no release of dower or mention of his having a wife.  

 There are signs that William Dobyns was, along with William Clayton, in adjacent 
Lunenburg County,Virginia in the first part of the 1750s, prior to his first appearance in 1759 in 
Granville. It is hard to be sure, since there were at least two William Dobbins in Lunenburg 
around that time, one of whom died in 1751.98 However, the time interval fits neatly and 
consecutively between the death of his proposed father, Daniel, in Essex County and William’s 
appearance in Granville. 
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The ancestry of William Dobbins is reported variously among a number of unsourced 
web reports, including some showing as his father Daniel Dobyns (the third) of Essex County, 
Virginia. I found no direct ties between the Claytons and the Dobyns there, but there is 
documentation that both families were present in South Farnham Parish and so could be expected 
to have known each other there. In 1689, William Clayton was in North Farnham Parish in then 
Rappahannock County.99 In 1694, Jeremy Clayton was witness for transactions involving 
Thomas Payne of South Farnham Parish; in 1695, Daniel Dobyns was ordered to respond to a 
petition by Thomas Payne’s wife for assignment of land.100 In 1724, William Tunstall, a member 
of a family with whom the Claytons were directly connected both in Virginia and in England, 
was, along with Nicholas Smith, witness to an application for an inn license by Samuel Smith. 
Nicholas Smith was one of Daniel Dobyns’s abutters.101 There are extensive records of the 
Dobyns in North Farnham for a number of generations.102, 103 

How, specifically, did the Dobyns and Claytons families become related? An obvious 
possibility is that Francis Clayton’s wife was Elizabeth Dobbins, brother of the Granville 
William Dobbins. Another is that Francis’s mother was a Dobbins. There are more remote, 
apparently less likely ties that could be considered, including the possibility that the two families 
were linked indirectly through another. 
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 I do not find it troublesome that there are no records of an Elizabeth as daughter of 
Daniel Dobyns, or of her marriage to Francis Clayton. Colonial era registers for South Farnham 
Parish, where her birth and marriage were likely to have taken place, have been lost.104 The will 
of her hypothesized father, Daniel, survives and provides the best available documentation of 
family relationships.105 It lists five sons, but also speaks of “all of my children,” which might 
have included daughters. Mathematically, the odds of a succession of five (or six) sons are less 
than one in twenty. It is quite credible that Daniel had already provided for any daughters at the 
time of their marriage settlements, as had his wife’s father, so that they would not need inclusion 
in his will.103 Since Daniel’s wife was named Elizabeth, we might expect a daughter so named as 
well. 

 The pedigree of the Dobyns family is well documented and described,102, 103 so I will not 
reiterate it here. 

Northern Virginia 

 It seems unlikely that the Claytons of Granville and Lunenburg came directly from the 
James River area, though certainly some associated families did. During the years from about 
1650 to 1740, there are almost no traces of the Claytons in Henrico County, which then included 
the present Goochland and Chesterfield counties, despite good record survival. Specifically, 1679 
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tax lists for the area have survived and do not show any Claytons.13 Neither do the 1704 Rent 
Rolls.106 The 1679 lists do include Godse (Godfrey) Ragsdale, a family that was close to the 
Claytons later. I have found only a single record of Claytons in the Henrico area in that period: in 
1710, a John Clayton, of unknown family connections, witnessed a deed of land described as 
being on both sides of Falling Creek,107 about five miles from Francis Clayton’s later farm in 
Chesterfield. He did not own land or reside there, as far as I can find. Altogether, the evidence is 
most consistent with the hypothesis that the family of the early James River settlers first 
branched out north into New Kent County, and later moved south from there to Granville, as 
other allied families demonstrably did, including the Yanceys, Tunstalls, Presswoods and 
Saunders. The repeated combination of the Clayton given names Jeremiah and William, both in 
New Kent and in Granville, is also notable. Of course, other more complicated explanations 
cannot be ruled out. 

 In 1666, William Clayton (b. < 1646, d. < 1686) bought 100 acres of land in Old 
Rappahannock County from William Landman.99 In 1669, William Cleaton, planter of New Kent 
County, purchased 224 acres of land on Piscaton (presumably the now Piscataway) Creek.99 
William died by 1686, leaving orphans, names unknown except for his son William.108 

 Contemporaneously, in 1668 Jeremiah Clayton obtained a patent for 1,300 acres of land 
on the north side of Mattaponi River, on a branch of Acquicke (Accaquick) Swamp, in then New 
Kent, now King and Queen County.109 The year before, also on the north side of the Mattaponi in 
New Kent, Richard Tunstall had been granted a patent for 1,368 acres of land.10 This is one of 
three conjunctions of the Clayton and Tunstall names (also found together in Henrico County in 
1637 and Lancashire in 1601), consistent with a family connection for the Claytons involved. In 
1683, “Jerimiah Clayton” signed with his mark a petition from St. Stephen’s Parish in New Kent 
for permission for a new vestry.110 In 1704, the Quit Rent Rolls for King and Queen County 
show Jeremy Clayton with 325 acres, John Clayton with 400, and “Susannah Widd.” with 700.111 
The numbers adding up to something like the total acreage of the 1668 patent, one possibility is 
that Jeremy and John are sons of the original patentee and Susannah his widow, but the evidence 
could be construed differently and is variously reported in proposed trees on the internet. The 
1704 Quit Rent Rolls also show Thomas Tunstall in King and Queen. 

 In 1686, William (b. 1665, d. > 1691), son of the William (b. < 1646, d. < 1686) 
mentioned above, was arriving to the age of 21 and petitioned the court for custody of cattle that 
had belonged to his father.108 In 1691, William Clayton, planter of North Farnham sold 50 acres 
on Totuskey Creek (in Richmond County, on Northern Neck), bought from Willliam Landman by 
his father. His wife Mary released dower.108 I have found no evidence of this William Clayton 
after that. 

Early settlement along the James River 

 To encourage immigration into the colony, in 1618 the Virginia Company provided that 
each person who settled in Virginia or paid the transportation expenses of a settler would receive 
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fifty acres of land for each immigrant. The process was formalized by a patent system in 1634.112 
Many of the earliest settlements were along the James River upstream from Jamestown, which in 
1607 had become the first permanent English settlement in America.113 

 On July 6, 1635, the ship Paule of London departed for Virginia with Richard Clayton, 
age 24, listed as a passenger. On August 7 of the same year, the Globe of London left with Sara 
Cleyton, age 27 on board.114 On August 21, the George sailed for Virginia with passengers 
including Ralph Cleyton, aged 20, a plausible but unproven family member. Note the given name 
Ralph; as will be discussed below, Richard’s apparent father was named Ralph. In 1636, a land 
patent for 450 acres to the west side of the Appamattuck (Appomattox) River was issued to 
Edward Tonstall and Martha, his wife, for transporting settlers including Richard Clayton.9 This 
is noteworthy for two reasons. First, the combination of Clayton and Tunstall names presents a 
convincing link back from Virginia to Lancashire, and forward from Henrico County to New 
Kent.8, 10 Second, the land patent establishes an early geographic location that will be found to be 
close to other events of interest, and indeed within five or ten miles of the farm Francis Clayton 
purchased in Chesterfield in 1755. In 1638, John George received a patent along Bayle’s 
(Bailey’s) Creek for transportation of persons including Ellianor Clayden.115 The location is 
within a few miles of the Tonstalls’ grant, suggesting that Eleanor may have been related to 
Richard Clayton. There is a 1648 lawsuit in the Chancery Court of England involving other 
nearby settlers, payment for tobacco, and a Richard Clayton, but I am not entirely sure this is the 
same Richard Clayton.116 The 1676 will of John Ladd of Henrico speaks of “land of mine 
joyning upon Claytons,” located at the confluence of Four Mile Creek and Bayle’s Creek.117, 118 
(Parcels of land were given names, such as “Claytons,” based on the settler with the initial 
headright, retaining the designation even when ownership changed.) This area of Henrico was 
called the “Curl(e)s,” because the James River wound around it. 

 It is noteworthy, for the story that has unfolded here, that another of the early settlers in 
the immediate area was Francis Poythers (Poythress), who in 1637 obtained a patent for 400 
acres along Bayle’s Creek.11 Over a century later, we will find Claytons close to this family and 
turning the surname into a given one, “Poythress Clayton.”12 The Poythress family has similar 
long-standing relationships with the families of very early settlers Eppes and Osborne,11 so that 
these last names will be continue to to be found along the Claytons as well.. 

 There are records of other Claytons being transported to the James River area within a 
few years of this time. In 1635, William Spencer was awarded a patent for 1,100 acres for 
transporting 22 “servants,” including Thomas Clayton.115 The term servant here does not imply 
difference in social class, but reflects that the settlers had made indentures  to work for their 
sponsor for a fixed time to repay the cost of the transport. The land was along Lawne’s Creek, 
perhaps fifty miles downstream along the James River from the land on the Appomattox granted 
to Edward Tonstall. 
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Lancashire 

 We may consider three aspects of the English origins of the Chesterfield Claytons: (1) 
general context, (2) specific documentation, and (3) genetic evidence. I have not established 
specific roots for the early Clayton settlers of Virginia, but I do find substantial evidence that 
their origins were in Lancashire, with one possible individual descent of interest. 

 For initial general background, I constructed a chart showing the frequency of Clayton 
christenings for given names of interest from 1650 to 1725, organized first by broad regional 
groups (hundreds), then more finely by parish. These clustered in the Blackburn, Leyland and 
Salford Hundreds. See separate page. Further detail is available on request. 

 Finding relevant specific documentation was a trickier matter. Although many vital 
records from early Lancashire survive, many others have been lost. Court records have been well 
preserved, but of course their scope is limited to matters that were brought to court. Notable 
documents about two individuals emerged. 

 The first notable document was the 1601 Lancashire will of a Thomas Clayton, who 
married Bridget Tunstall. I had noted that Edward Tonstall had obtained a patent for land in 
Henrico County, Virginia for having transported Richard Clayton and other settlers from England 
in 1635. The will of Thomas Clayton,8 described him as “Servant to Mr. Justice Walmisley.” 
Here, “servant” means manager or administrator, not domestic or agricultural help. The “Justice” 
was Judge Thomas Walmesley, who became a Member of Parliament and amassed a 
considerable fortune.119 As his will shows, Thomas Clayton himself had significant assets in land 
and personal property. He lived in Huncoat, Accrington at the time of his will. 

 The second significant set of documents concerned Richard Clayton, who in 1635 
migrated to Virginia as a 24-year-old.114 We find in Bolton, Lancashire a corresponding record of 
the christening of Richard Cleaton, son of Rauffe Cleaton, on February 16, 1611.120 (This Rauffe 
may or may not be the same as a Ralph Clayton of Leyton whose 1637 probate account cited a 
wife Elizabeth and estate value of £17 10s 4p,121 about enough to buy two horses or three 
cows.122) Of further interest is an April 21, 1634 recognizance order from the Court of Quarter 
Sessions recording that “Richard Clayton of Failsworth in the County of Lancaster 
husbandman… personally appeared before me and entered into recognizance with sufficient 
sureties for his personal appearance… to answer to getting of a bastard child upon the body of 
Judith Radcliffe of Ashton over Lyne in the said County spinster.”123 In this context, 
“husbandman” is an owner or leaseholder of a small amount of land, and “spinster” simply an 
unmarried woman of any age. As an informative article124 notes, the parents of a child born out 
of wedlock had no claim on their offspring and could not legitimize the birth by subsequent 
marriage. The illegitimate child became the ward of the parish, with the father (correctly 
identified or not) expected to provide financial support. If he could not provide a surety of 
ongoing support, with the help of other family members if needed, he was liable to be arrested 
and sent to jail. Some men left the country to escape the situation. Richard Clayton provided 
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“sufficient sureties” to avoid arrest; his apparent financial circumstances and the legal practice in 
place suggest that he may well have needed backing from his family or others to be able to post 
such a bond. 

 Judith Radcliffe was evidently the daughter of Saville Radcliffe, Esq. of Todmorden, on 
the border between Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire. Records do not report that she 
married.125 Saville, like the Claytons cited just above and below, came from a noted family and 
had considerable worldly success. His family also had roots in and ties to Blackburn, Leyland 
and Salford. In fact, Saville Radcliffe aspired to the same seat in Parliament that was already 
occupied by Justice Thomas Walmesley.126 

 It was not within my plans to search for genetic ties in Lancashire, but I found them 
there. One of the family trees submitted to Clayton FTDNA for Group I — which includes 
Francis of Chesterfield — indicates ancestry from “Ralph Clayton (b. bef 1604 England d. 1668 
Woodditton, Cambridgeshire, England).”1 I came across a manuscript in The Genealogist 
reporting that Ralph’s father was “William Clayton, of the Old Crooke, Whittle, Leyland, and 
Fulwood, co. Lancaster; eldest son and heir of Thomas Clayton.”127 That ancestry appears to be 
carefully researched. Because the Y-DNA tie was uncovered independently of my other research, 
it appears to offer significant validation of the direction. The recurrence of the given name Ralph 
is also of interest. 

 I have not found a tie between the Thomas Clayton who married Bridget Tunstall and the 
William Clayton of Crooke Hall in Leyland. It seems likely that there might be one, because 
records of the “de Claytons” go back another two or three centuries, and both clans are 
inextricably inbred with allied non-Clayton families. There are trees going back to Normandy 
and William the Conqueror in the year 1030. The author of the article in The Genealogist 
remarks of a descent that “purports to carry the descent back to Norman times. I do not think 
such…  [a] pedigree need be seriously considered, and I ignore it.” 

 Taken together, the various pieces of evidence present a credible case that Francis 
Clayton descended from a clan around Blackburn and Leyland, Lancashire. It would be ideal to 
have specific lines and names, of course, but with record loss I doubt that we ever will. The most 
eligible candidate ancestor appears to be the Richard Clayton who in 1635 settled in Virginia, 
perhaps five to ten miles from Francis’s Chesterfield farm of 1755. I suspect that Richard may 
have been just one of a larger family group, however, and it would be a mistake to settle on him 
just because we happen to have a little more information about him than about his namesakes. — 
Still, the story makes good sense and is consistent with available evidence. That is not a bad 
start. 

Paul Nordberg · http://paulnordberg.net · mail@paulnordberg.net

September 26, 2021

[ 17 ]

http://paulnordberg.net
mailto:mail@paulnordberg.net


Notes 

1. FamilyTreeDNA. Y-DNA: Clayton. https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/clayton/dna-
results, viewed December 18, 2020. Notes: Walter Clayton is administrator of the group, 
Galen Clayton co-administrator. 

2. Mel R. Brashears. Our Family Tree. http://www.mels.website/EverWeb/
Don%27s%20&%20Pat%27s%20Documents%20-%20Periodic%20Updates/
Reunion%2011%20Master%20Surname%20Index/ps23/ps23_410.htm, viewed 
December 12, 2020.  

3. FamilyTreeDNA. Y-DNA: Clark(e). https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/clark/about/
background, viewed April 26, 2021. Notes: Please see the excellent discussion in the first 
set of bulleted text in the home page. 

4. Elizabeth Shown Mills. Evidence Explained: Historical Analysis, Citation & Source 
Usage. https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-
fan-principle, viewed February 11, 2021.  

5. NCNatural. Avenues of Early N.C. Settlement. https://www.ncnatural.com/maps/
ethnic.jpg, viewed September 24, 2021.  

6. Marriage of Thomas Clayton and Mary Smith. Chesterfield County, Virginia, June 24, 
1790. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9BK-5QF2?
cc=2134304&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZMM-YJML, 
viewed February 24, 2021.  

7. United States Census 1830, Spartanburg, South Carolina. https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YTB-97PB?
i=97&cc=1803958&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXHP2-QBN, 
viewed February 24, 2021.  

8. The Record Society for the Publication of Original Documents Relating to Lancashire 
and Cheshire, The Will of Thomas Clayton, Servant to Mr. Justice Walmisley, dated 
1601. Vol. 30. 1896, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.: Wyman and Sons, Limited. 
221 pages. https://archive.org/details/publications11chesgoog/page/n130/mode/2up, 
viewed February 15, 2021. See The Will of Thomas Clayton, Servant to Mr. Justice 
Walmisley, dated 1601, p. 110. The will cites Bridget, the testator’s wife, as well as “four 
brethren John, Edward, Raphe, and William.” It notes that Bridget is the daughter of 
Francis Tunstall. 

9. Patent to Edward Tonstall. Virginia Colonial Land Office, November 21, 1636. https://
lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?
context=L&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&search_scope=MyInstitution&tab=LibraryCatalo
g&docid=alma990008333860205756, viewed February 14, 2021. Grant is of 450 acres in 
Henrico County. 

10. Land grant to Richard Tunstall. New Kent County, Virginia, Book 6, Page 108. April 25, 
1667. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/altrmk/
alma990008343360205756, viewed May 26, 2021. 1368 acres on the north side of 
Mattapony River. 500 acres part thereof known or called by the name of Aqumtenockco 
and formerly granted to Robert Abrahall. . 

[ 18 ]

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/clayton/dna-results
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/clayton/dna-results
http://www.mels.website/EverWeb/
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/clark/about/
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-11-identity-problems-fan-principle
https://www.ncnatural.com/maps/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9BK-5QF2?
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://archive.org/details/publications11chesgoog/page/n130/mode/2up
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/altrmk/


11. Hall, W.B., The Poythress Family: A Study of Francis, Francis, Francis, and Francis. The 
William and Mary Quarterly, 1934. 14(1): p. 77-84. https://www.jstor.org/stable/
1916384?seq=1, viewed May 22, 2021.  

12. Inventory of Poythress Cleaton. Mecklenburg County, Virginia, September 25, 1783. 
Book 2, Page 70, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9P6-5CMJ?
i=280&cat=382696, viewed May 27, 2021.  

13. Extracts from the records of Henrico County, Virginia, 1677-1771, transcribed by 
William G. Stanard, Henrico County, Virginia, 1679. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QS7-L9PC-389B?i=515&cat=218340, viewed May 22, 2021.  

14. Will of Drury Ragsdale. Chesterfield County, Virginia, November 17, 1749. Book 1, Page 
1, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99PC-3JGZ?cat=417637, viewed 
December 12, 2020. The will was witnessed by Ch. Martin, Roger Atkinson and Michael 
Walker. 

15. Will of William Embry. Lunenburg County, Virginia, 1760. Book 1, Page 290, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89P6-TWYR?i=171&cat=415930, viewed 
May 29, 2021. John Ragsdale is the executor of the will. 

16. Verogen Inc. GEDmatch. https://www.gedmatch.com/, viewed September 15, 2021.  
17. WikiTree. Family Tree & Genealogy Tools for Richard Wall. https://www.wikitree.com/

genealogy/Wall-Family-Tree-4783, viewed September 26, 2021.  
18. Deed, Francis Clayton from Cornelius Short. Chester County, Pennsylvania, Book 3, 

Page 26. August 12, 1755. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-
VPKY?cat=406477, viewed December 13, 2020.  

19. Binns Genealogy. Virginia Colonial Tithe Lists. http://www.binnsgenealogy.com/
FreeSample/CDR-000301/1756/, viewed December 13, 2020. Notes: “Frans. Clayton, 
James, [illegible]” appears on image 10. 

20. Francis Clayton, plaintiff, against John Roberts, defendant. Orders of Court of 
Chesterfield County, Virginia, March 1760 session. Book 3, Page 44, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SH99?cat=401632, viewed 
December 13, 2020.  

21. Chesterfield County, Virginia Tithables, 1762. http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~genbel/
genealogy/sept04/chestervatithables.htm, viewed December 18, 2020.  

22. Will of Francis Clayton. Chesterfield County, Virginia, November 4, 1771 (will date). 
Book 2, Page 67, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99PC-3J6S?
cat=417637, viewed December 12, 2020. The will was signed with a mark. It was 
witnessed by Benjamin Beasley, David Choakley (Chaulkley) and Benjamin Choakley. 
The Chesterfield County Court ordered it to record in the Court’s August 1772 session. 

23. Land Warrant to Jeremiah Clayton. Granville County, North Carolina, September 4, 1758. 
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc, viewed February 18, 2021. The warrant was 
for 640 acres on Jonathan’s Creek, to be surveyed. It is noted that William Clayton and 
Francis Clayton are to be chain carriers. To view summary electronic record, using link 
shown, in the Find field, enter jeremiah clayton. 

24. North Carolina Genealogical Society, List of Taxables for 1762 in Granville County, Part 
I. NCGS Journal, 1986. XVII(August).  

[ 19 ]

https://www.jstor.org/stable/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9P6-5CMJ?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99PC-3JGZ?cat=417637
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89P6-TWYR?i=171&cat=415930
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89P6-TWYR?i=171&cat=415930
https://www.gedmatch.com/
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-VPKY?cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-VPKY?cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-VPKY?cat=406477
http://www.binnsgenealogy.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SH99?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SH99?cat=401632
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~genbel/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99PC-3J6S?
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc


25. Deed from William & Elizabeth Clayton to Jeremiah Clayton. Granville, North Carolina, 
Book F, Page 489. October 25, 1763. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QS7-89C5-68MF?cat=360398, viewed December 18, 2020. The land is of 
approximately 65 acres. Witnesses include John Roberts, Francis Clayton, John Clayton, 
and Goin Clayton. 

26. Deed from Jeremiah Clayton to William Clayton, Junior. Granville, North Carolina, Book 
G, Page 283. July 16, 1764. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-
G9CR-7N8K?i=187&cat=360398, viewed December 18, 2020. The land is 100 acres. 
The deed does not recite Jeremiah Clayton having a spouse. Its witnesses included 
Francis Clayton. 

27. Bressie vs. Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Granville 
County, 1766. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 146, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWF-4?cat=157946, viewed February 21, 2021. The jury 
found for the plaintiff, awarding damages in the amount  of 22 shillings, 9 pence in 
Virginia money. (Virginia money was not commonly in use in this context.) 

28. Nash vs. Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Granville County, 
1766. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 172, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-2?cat=157946, viewed February 21, 2021. The jury 
awarded the amount of one penny as damages in the complaint of Francis Nash against 
the estate of Francis Clayton. The complaint is unspecified. 

29. Thomas Clayton, plaintiff, against Henry Randolph, defendant. Orders of Chesterfield 
County Court, Virginia, July 1784 session. Book 6, Page 559, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQ7M-Z?cat=401632, viewed 
December 13, 2020.  

30. Land patent to Thomas Claton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 33, Page 81. 
November 25, 1794. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 
280 Acres On Branch Of Mill Creek, Spartain County. For Archives search, select 
“Ninety Six District” as Place, “Claton, Thomas” as Full Name. 

31. Land patent to Thomas Cleaton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 33, Page 35. 
November 25, 1794. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 
337 Acres On Mill Creek, Spartanburgh County. For Archives search, select “Ninety Six 
District” as Place, “Cleaton, Thomas” as Full Name. 

32. Deed, William Clayton to Branch Tanner. Chesterfield County, Virginia, Book 7, Page 
306. September 18, 1773. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS4C-9SJJ-J?i=160&cat=406477, viewed December 13, 2020.  

33. Elizabeth Kendall, P. against William Clayton, D., case abated by Defendant death; and 
William Clayton against Valentine Winfrey, Allen Cock & wife, & Wm. Randolph & 
wife, case abated by Plaintiff death. Chesterfield County, Virginia, May Court 1774. 
Book Order 6, Page 31, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-
JQQP-F?cat=401632, viewed February 15, 2021.  

34. Land Grant to William Clayton for 260 Acres in Craven County. Colonial Land Grants, 
South Carolina, Book 14, Page 111. November 17, 1769. http://

[ 20 ]

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CR-7N8K?i=187&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CR-7N8K?i=187&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CR-7N8K?i=187&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQ7M-Z?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQ7M-Z?cat=401632
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9SJJ-J?i=160&cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9SJJ-J?i=160&cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9SJJ-J?i=160&cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQQP-F?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQQP-F?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-JQQP-F?cat=401632
http://
http://


www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed April 5, 2021. To view records, select Full name 
Clayton, William, and Places Craven County. The Tyger River is cited in the plat. 

35. Land Grant to William Clayton for 250 Acres in Craven County. Colonial Land Grants, 
South Carolina, Book 32, Page 540. August 31, 1774. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, 
viewed February 20, 2021. To view records, select Full name Clayton, William, and 
Places Craven County. 

36. Land Grant to William Clayton for 200 Acres in Craven County. Colonial Land Grants, 
South Carolina, Book 13, Page 321. February 14, 1775. http://
www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed February 20, 2021. To view records, select Full 
name Clayton, William, and Places Craven County. 

37. Plat for 574 Acres for William Clayton on Jamisons Mill Creek, Greenville County, 
Washington District. South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Book 29, Page 
192. April 5, 1793. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed April 5, 1793. To view, 
select Full name Clayton, William and Places Greenville County. 

38. United States Census 1790, Spartanburg County, South Carolina. https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBZ-HJW?
i=1&cc=1803959&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXHKF-1V8, 
viewed December 12, 2020. Listing of Frances Claton is on the image in the linked page, 
Jeremiah on the next. 

39. Deed from John Rowland and Joseph Watkins to John Clayton. Chesterfield County, 
Virginia, Book 6, Page 325. Deed dated December 8, 1770, recorded 1771. https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9HP3?i=845&cat=406477, viewed 
December 19, 2020.  

40. Will of John Clayton. Chesterfield County, Virginia, February 1785 (will date). Book 4, 
Page 213, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89PH-YVF6?
i=221&cat=417637, viewed December 13, 2020.  

41. Lists of tithables and insolvents, 1747-1821 1776, Dale Parish, Chesterfield County, 
Virginia. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS7S-M9CD-3?
cat=775020, viewed December 13, 2020.  

42. Ray, W.S., Colonial Granville County and its people. Loose leaves from The lost tribes of 
North Carolina. 1956, Baltimore: Southern Book Company. 312 pages. https://
babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x001121254&view=1up&seq=115&q1=clayton, 
viewed January 11, 2021.  

43. Nordberg, P. Origins of Joseph Clayton of Nelson County, Kentucky. http://
www.paulnordberg.net/pdfs/origins-of-joseph-clayton.pdf, viewed December 21, 2020. 
Notes: This file was replaced by a later version covering Joseph Clayton and his wife 
Eleanor, but is still available online. 

44. Walter Clayton. Joseph Clayton of Nelson KY is not the son of Francis Clayton of 
Chesterfield VA. https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/clayton/3814/, 
viewed December 13, 2020. Notes: Similar comments are posted in Ancestry. 

45. Land patent to William Gowen. Granville County, North Carolina, Book 11, Page 368. 
February 6, 1762. https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?

[ 21 ]

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBZ-HJW?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBZ-HJW?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9HP3?i=845&cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-9HP3?i=845&cat=406477
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89PH-YVF6?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS7S-M9CD-3?
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x001121254&view=1up&seq=115&q1=clayton
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x001121254&view=1up&seq=115&q1=clayton
http://www.paulnordberg.net/pdfs/origins-of-joseph-clayton.pdf
http://www.paulnordberg.net/pdfs/origins-of-joseph-clayton.pdf
https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/topics/clayton/3814/
https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?


mars=12.14.66.296&qid=607621&rn=1, viewed January 12, 2021. Land of 640 acres on 
both sides of Spewmarrow Creek. File no. 298, MARS 12.14.66.296. 

46. Deed from William & Elizabeth Lax to John Sanders, and accompanying bond. 
Goochland County, Virginia, Book 3, Part 1, Page 405. February 19, 1740. https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99P6-9Q5Z?i=662&cat=406600, viewed 
February 11, 2021. The deed was witnessed by James Gowen (with a mark), William 
Clayton, and James Robertson. 

47. Deed from John Clayton to William Easley. Greenville, South Carolina, Book C, Page 
292. June 23, 1792. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS79-13FQ-P?
cat=472237, viewed February 13, 2021. The land contained 925 acres, lying on the Tygar 
River. Witnesses were Jno. Gowen, Allin Gowen, and V. Anderson. 

48. Deed from Anne Easley to Edmund Bearden. Greenville, South Carolina, Book B, Page 
253. July 16, 1790. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS79-138Z-R?
cat=472237, viewed February 13, 2021. The deed is witnessed by Jno. Gowen. It recites 
“a branch Call’d Isham Claytons Branch”. 

49. Tax lists, Granville County, North Carolina, 1755. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-D9YG-R?cat=353959, viewed February 10, 2021.  

50. Jeremiah Clayton, plaintiff, against William Graves, defendant. Order Book of Court of 
Chesterfield County, Virginia, March 1757 session. Book 2, Page 277, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-BSW1-S?cat=401632, viewed 
December 24, 2020. The suit was dismissed because of the death of the defendant. 

51. Warrant for 640 acres land. North Carolina, Granville Proprietary Land Office, 
September 4, 1758. https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc, viewed February 20, 2021. 
Record ID SR.12.8.3.018. From Find box, search for “Jeremiah Clayton”. 

52. Land patent to Jeremiah Clayton. Granville County, North Carolinea, Book 11, Page 337. 
https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?mars=12.14.66.151&qid=607616&rn=1, viewed 
January 12, 2021. Grant No. 44, issued February 6, 1762, for 700 acres on both sides of 
Jonathan Creek. File no. 153, MARS 12.14.66.151. 

53. William Clayton, plaintiff, against Jeremiah Clayton, defendant. Order Book of Court of 
Chesterfield County, Virginia, March 1767 session. Book 4, Page 22, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SHZX?cat=401632, viewed 
December 13, 2020.  

54. John Almond v. Jeremiah Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1766. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 146, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. In John Almond v. Jeremiah Clayton, a jury find for plaintiff in 
amount of £5 9s 3 farthings. Complaint not specified. Session of August 1766. 

55. Thomas Person v. Jeremiah Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1768. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 82, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-3?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. Suit for debt to Thomas Person against Jeremiah Clayton & George 
Newton awarded for £3 3w 4p plus costs & interest 

[ 22 ]

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99P6-9Q5Z?i=662&cat=406600
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99P6-9Q5Z?i=662&cat=406600
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS79-13FQ-P?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS79-138Z-R?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-BSW1-S?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4V-BSW1-S?cat=401632
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc
https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?mars=12.14.66.151&qid=607616&rn=1
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SHZX?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4C-SHZX?cat=401632
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-3?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-3?cat=157946


56. Hampton Wade v. Jeremiah Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1766. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 35, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-H?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. Action for trespass by Hampton Wade against Jeremiah Clayton, 
damages of  £8 4s 2p Virginia money. 

57. Pension application of John Clayton R2031. Monroe County, Tennessee, April 8, 1845. 
https://revwarapps.org/r2031.pdf, viewed January 14, 2021.  

58. Edmund Covington v. John Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1758. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 51, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-T?i=58&cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. Edmond Covington p. vs. John Clayton d. for trespass. Jury found 
John Clayton had not made payment, ordered payment of £6 14s 9p. 

59. William Johnson v. John Clayton and John Coleman. North Carolina Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions, Granville County, 1759. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 56, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-B?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. William Johnson v. John Clayton & John Coleman, jury found for 
plaintiff £10 7s. 

60. Clayton, John, Plat For 925 Acres On Middle Fork Of Tygar River, Greenville County, 
Ninety Six District, Surveyed By William Thomas. South Carolina Patents, Book 27, 
Page 515. December 5, 1791. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed February 13, 
2021. Search for Full name “Clayton, John” and then, in Places, “Greenville County”. 

61. Easley, William, Plat For 440 Acres On Motlows Creek, Greenville County, Ninety Six 
District, Surveyed By John Young, Jr. On December 15, 1792. South Carolina Patents, 
Book 32, Page 532. December 15, 1792. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed 
February 13, 2021. Search for Full name “Clayton, John” and then, in Places, 
“Greenville County”. 

62. William Hamilton v. Going Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1764. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 103, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-D?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. Jury found case for plaintiff, assessing £6 4s 9p plus costs. 

63. Evan Stokes v. Going Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1765. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 127, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-9?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. Action for trespass by Evan Stokes, plaintiff, against Going Clayton, 
defendant, awarded to plaintiff with assessment of £6 15s 2p plus costs. 

64. Granville County Genealogical Society 1746, Road Records, Granville County, NC. 
Granville Connections, 1995. 1(2). https://www.gcgs.org/journal/GCGS-1995-2.pdf, 
viewed February 16, 2021.  

65. Will of James Yancey. Granville County, North Carolina, December 30, 1779. Book 1, 
Page 252, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C956-FS9F-4?
cat=358185, viewed April 4, 2021.  

66. Pawlett, N.M. and T.J. Boyd. Lunenburg County Road Orders 1746-1764. http://
www.virginiadot.org/vtrc/main/online_reports/pdf/93-r17.pdf, viewed May 29, 2021. 

[ 23 ]

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-H?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7L-H?cat=157946
https://revwarapps.org/r2031.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-T?i=58&cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-T?i=58&cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-B?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-B?cat=157946
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-D?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS7K-D?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-9?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-9?cat=157946
https://www.gcgs.org/journal/GCGS-1995-2.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C956-FS9F-4?
http://www.virginiadot.org/vtrc/main/online_reports/pdf/93-r17.pdf
http://www.virginiadot.org/vtrc/main/online_reports/pdf/93-r17.pdf


Notes: January 1993, revised April 2004. Part of a series sponsored by Virginia 
Transportation Research Council. 

67. Fold3. Joseph Clayton in Revolutionary War Service Records. https://www.fold3.com/
image/9211663?terms=joseph%20clayton, viewed March 1, 2017. Notes: Subscription 
required. 

68. Deed from James Harwell to William Cleaton. Lunenburg County, Virginia, Book 7, Page 
390. 1762. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4L-8SQX?
i=205&cat=372284, viewed May 29, 2021.  

69. Land grant to William Cleaton. Virginia Colonial Land Office, Book 35, Page 275. July 
7, 1763. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
alma990007370630205756, viewed May 29, 2021. Land in Lunenburg County is noted 
as “400 acres on the head of Miles's Creek and Great Creek adjoining Malone, 
Pennington &c.”. 

70. Sunlight on the Southside: Lists of Tithes, Lunenburg County, Virginia, 1748-1783. 
http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/lunenburg.htm, viewed May 29, 2021. Compiled by 
Landon C. Bell 

71. Executors of Darwin Elwick v. William Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions, Granville County, 1764. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 140, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?i=109&cat=157946, 
viewed February 21, 2021. Defendant failed to appear, and plaintiffs were awarded 
damages of £13 3s 10p plus costs and interest. 

72. John Pleasants v. William Clayton. North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Granville County, 1766. Book Minutes 1746-1789, Page 39, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-5?cat=157946, viewed 
February 21, 2021. John Pleasants awarded damages by jury from William Claton of £7 
17s 8p in Court session of September 1766. 

73. Inventory of George Newton. Davidson County, Tennessee, April 1807. Book 3, Page 
162, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:2:77TV-TPK7?i=574&wc=M6Q3-
SZ9%3A179633601%2C179650701&cc=1909088, viewed February 11, 2021.  

74. Baptism of James, born 1756, son of John & Sarah Clayton. Orangeburg, South Carolina, 
January 17, 1756. https://sail.home.xs4all.nl/orange/b375b381.html, viewed February 13, 
2021. Sureties were Peter Faure, Anne Faure, and Isham Clayton. (Anne is reported to 
have become Isham’s wife.) 

75. Confirmation of conveyance from John Liddle to Isham Clayton of St. Paul’s Parish, 
Colleton County. Charlestown, South Carolina, Book Q4, March 13, 1772. https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS73-SSVP-J?i=187&cat=361547, viewed 
February 13, 2021. Instrument 455. Land was 200 acres. 

76. Conveyance from Isham Clayton of St. Paul’s Parish, Colleton County to John Curtis of 
St. Bartholomew’s Parish, same county. Charlestown, South Carolina, Book Q4, 
December 2, 1774. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS73-SSVT-W?
i=186&cat=361547, viewed February 13, 2021. Instrument 454. Consideration was five 
shillings, land 200 acres. 

[ 24 ]

https://www.fold3.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS4L-8SQX?
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/lunenburg.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?i=109&cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZSWD-F?i=109&cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-5?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-ZS72-5?cat=157946
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:2:77TV-TPK7?i=574&wc=M6Q3-SZ9%3A179633601%2C179650701&cc=1909088
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:2:77TV-TPK7?i=574&wc=M6Q3-SZ9%3A179633601%2C179650701&cc=1909088
https://sail.home.xs4all.nl/orange/b375b381.html
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS73-SSVP-J?i=187&cat=361547
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS73-SSVP-J?i=187&cat=361547
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS73-SSVT-W?


77. Will of Isham Clayton. Colleton County, South Carolina, January 16, 1778. Book 18, 
Page 336, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939L-N4HK-Y?
i=347&wc=M6N4-FNL%3A210905601%2C211768101&cc=1919417, viewed February 
13, 2021.  

78. Pension application of Augustine Clayton S12693. Warren County, Kentucky, September 
3, 1832. https://revwarapps.org/s12693.pdf, viewed January 14, 2021.  

79. Land patent to Austin Clayton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 4, Page 223. 
June 10, 1784. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 200 
acres on Cedar Shoal Creek. For Archives search, select “Ninety Six District” as Place, 
“Clayton, Austin” as Full Name. 

80. Land patent to Austen Clayton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 24, Page 159. 
December 5, 1788. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 
190 acres on Branch of Tygar River. For Archives search, select “Ninety Six District” as 
Place, “Clayton, Austen” as Full Name. 

81. Land patent to Augustine Clayton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 31, Page 
327. June 22, 1793. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 
872 acres on Branches of Beaver Dam Creek. For Archives search, select “Ninety Six 
District” as Place, “Clayton, Augustine” as Full Name. 

82. Land patent to Augustin Clayton. Ninety Six District, South Carolina, Book 32, Page 612. 
April 13, 1796. http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/, viewed January 13, 2021. Plat for 330 
Acres on Branch of Beaver Dam Creek, Greenville County. For Archives search, select 
“Ninety Six District” as Place, “Clayton, Augustin” as Full Name. 

83. Leah Townsend, P.D., South Carolina Baptists, 1670-1805. 1936, Florence, South 
Carolina: The Florence Printing Company. 391 pages. https://catalog.hathitrust.org/
Record/001593278, viewed February 20, 2021.  

84. United States Census 1800, Spartanburg, South Carolina. https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9R8W-F88?
i=72&cc=1804228&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXHRC-HRZ, 
viewed February 10, 2021.  

85. United States Census 1820, Warren County, Kentucky. https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YYK-39YY?
i=29&cc=1803955&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXHLR-R91, 
viewed February 10, 2020.  

86. Noncupative will of Augustus Clayton. Warren County, Kentucky, December 26, 1834. 
Book D, Page 80, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GPS3-9S4?
i=41&wc=37RJ-2NL%3A173792001%2C174009902&cc=1875188, viewed February 
10, 2021.  

87. Land patent to James Going. State Archives of North Carolina MARS database, Book 14, 
Page 108. November 29, 1760. https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?
mars=12.14.66.1119&qid=620389&rn=10, viewed February 20, 2021. The land 
contained 229 acres in Granville. 

88. Will of John Easley. Goochland County, Deed Books 1741-1749, Probated August 19, 
1746. Book 5, Page 159, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-

[ 25 ]

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939L-N4HK-Y?
https://revwarapps.org/s12693.pdf
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GPS3-9S4?
https://www.nclandgrants.com/grant/?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-


G9P6-9SNM?i=385&cat=406600, viewed February 18, 2021. The will names his sons 
Samuel, John, William, Robert, and Millinton; his daughter Judith; and his wife Joyce. 

89. Land Warrant to John Easley. Granville County, North Carolina, November 10, 1762. 
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc, viewed February 18, 2021. The warrant was 
for 700 acres on Aaron’s Creek, to be surveyed. To view summary electronic record, 
using link shown, in the Find field, enter easley granville. 

90. Larry Petrisky. The Abraham Hembree Data Project, Revision - February 2004. http://
sites.rootsweb.com/~tnmcmin2/AbrahamHembree.htm, viewed February 17, 2021.  

91. Land grant to Daniel Clayton from Secretary of Colony of Virginia (serving as colonial 
Land Office),. Library of Virginia, Book No. 23 of Land Office Patents, Page 709. June 
16, 1744. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
alma990007370280205756, viewed December 18, 2020.  

92. Deed from John Clayton et ux. to Richard Clayton et ux. Goochland County, Virginia, 
Book 8, Page 19. February 17, 1761. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QS7-89P6-9KZV?cat=406600, viewed December 18, 2020. John Clayton 
signed the deed, his spouse Elizabeth executed with a mark. 

93. Tax lists, Granville, North Carolina, 1769. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-D9YG-C?i=16&cat=353959, viewed September 21, 2021.  

94. Land grant to Joel Chandler. Virginia Colonial Land Office, Book 13, Page 225. October 
13, 1727. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?
context=L&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&search_scope=MyInstitution&tab=LibraryCatalo
g&docid=alma990007348950205756, viewed April 7, 2021. 400 acres in Henrico County 
on the south side James River adjoining the land of Bartholomew and John Stovall. 

95. Granville County Court, William Dobbins vs. the estate of George Moore. Court of 
March 7, 1748. Minutes of 1754-1791, p. 50. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLV-V9HL-Q?i=77&cat=157946, viewed September 25, 2021. 
Notes: The court awarded judgment and costs to the plaintiff upon the defendant’s failure 
to appear. 

96. Deed, James & Elizabeth Roberts to Wm. Dobbins. Granville County, North Carolina, 
Book F, Page 217. 1761. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-
G9C5-6ZXW?i=174&cat=360398, viewed September 25, 2021. Land is 140 acres of 
land on both sides of Grassy Creek, abutting property of Norris. Consideration is twenty-
three pounds and ten shillings, Virginia money. 

97. Deed of William Dobbins to William Frazer. Granville County, North Carolina, Book H, 
Page 267. November 8, 1765. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-
L9C5-6H1G?cat=360398, viewed September 25, 2021. Land is 140 acres on both sides 
of Grassy Creek. 

98. On the face of it, the William Dobbins (Dobyns) who died in Lunenburg by 1751 does 
not seem a good fit with William Dobyns, son of the Daniel who died in Essex County in 
1748. The latter was willed one slave valued at £20. The former had two slaves worth 
£75 together, with personal property worth £164 9s 3d. (See inventories in Essex Book 9, 
Page 48 and Lunenburg Book 1, Page 48.) That a relocation would happen so quickly, 
with such an increase in assets, seems to be a bit too much, a bit too fast. 

[ 26 ]

https://archives.ncdcr.gov/doc/search-doc
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~tnmcmin2/AbrahamHembree.htm
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~tnmcmin2/AbrahamHembree.htm
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9C5-6ZXW?i=174&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9C5-6ZXW?i=174&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9C5-6ZXW?i=174&cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9C5-6H1G?cat=360398
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9C5-6H1G?cat=360398


99. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. 
William Clayton Bef 1646 - Bef 1686. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/
getperson.php?personID=I115803&tree=Tree1, viewed February 27, 2021.  

100. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. 
Thomas Payne, Abt 1662 - Aft 1694. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/
getperson.php?personID=I51194&tree=Tree1, viewed September 26, 2021.  

101. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. 
Nicholas Smith, Bef 1694 - 1757. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
personID=I65089&tree=Tree1, viewed September 26, 2021.  

102. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. 
Daniel Dobyns, Aft 1673 - 1741. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
personID=I32548&tree=Tree1, viewed September 26, 2021.  

103. Dobyns, K.W. and M.S. Thorpe, Daniel Dobyns of Colonial Virginia: His English 
Ancestry and American Descendants. 1969, Arlington, Virginia: Self-published. 161 
pages. http://www.myoutbox.net/DOBHOMES.HTM, viewed September 16, 2021.  

104. FamilySearch. South Farnham Parish, Virginia. https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
South_Farnham_Parish,_Virginia, viewed September 16, 2021.  

105. Will of Daniel Dobbins. Essex County, Virginia, October 6, 1748 (will date). Book 8, 
Page 129, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9PX-2SVF-K?
cat=133358, viewed September 16, 2021.  

106. Wright Electronic Genealogy Project. Alphabetical Rent Roll of Virginia 1704/05. https://
www.vagenweb.org/newkent/1704va.txt, viewed February 25, 2021. Notes: Hosted by 
Virginia GenWeb. 

107. Patty B. White. Henrico County Virginia - Deeds & Wills, 1706-1845. http://
files.usgwarchives.net/va/henrico/deeds/misc0001.txt, viewed May 20, 2021. Notes: The 
material is noted to be abstracted from Film #1697555 in the Family History Library, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

108. Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck Counties. 
William Clayton 1665 - Aft 1691. https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
personID=I116476&tree=Tree1, viewed February 14, 2021.  

109. Land grant to Jeremia Cleaton. Virginia Colonial Land Office, Book 6, Page 162. April 8, 
1668. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
alma990007370610205756, viewed February 28, 2021. 1300 acres on the north side of 
Mattapony River, on a branch of Aquicke Swamp, located in New Kent County. 

110. Virginia Historical Society, A Petition of the Inhabitants and Housekeepers of St. 
Stephen's Parish in the County of New Kent. The Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography, 1933. 41(3). www.jstor.org/stable/4244522, viewed January 11, 2021.  

111. Virginia Historical Society, Virginia Quit Rent Rolls, 1704 (Continued). The Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography, 1924. 32(2): p. 144-58. https://www.jstor.org/stable/
4243964, viewed February 28, 2021.  

112. Daphne Gentry. Headrights (VA-NOTES). https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/
va4_headrights.htm, viewed May 18, 2021. Notes: From the Publications and Education 
Services Division, Library of Virginia, 

[ 27 ]

https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/
https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/
https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
http://www.myoutbox.net/DOBHOMES.HTM
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9PX-2SVF-K?
https://www.vagenweb.org/newkent/1704va.txt
https://www.vagenweb.org/newkent/1704va.txt
http://files.usgwarchives.net/va/henrico/deeds/misc0001.txt
http://files.usgwarchives.net/va/henrico/deeds/misc0001.txt
https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4244522
https://www.jstor.org/stable/
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/


113. Wikipedia. Jamestown, Virginia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamestown,_Virginia, 
viewed May 18, 2021.  

114. Hotten, J.C., The original lists of persons of quality, emigrants, religious exiles, political 
rebels, serving men sold for a term of years, apprentices, children stolen, maidens 
pressed, and others, who went from Great Britain to the American plantations, 
1600-1700. 1874, London: Empire State Book Co. 580 pages. https://
catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000362454, viewed February 14, 2021. Richard Clayton’s 
name is found on p. 104, Sara Cleyton’s on p. 120, Ralph Cleyton’s on p. 124. 

115. Nugent, N.M., Virginia State Library, and Virginia Genealogical Society, Cavaliers and 
pioneers; abstracts of Virginia land patents and grants, 1623-1800. 1934, Richmond, 
Virginia: Press of the Dietz Print Co. https://archive.org/details/cavalierspioneer00nuge/
page/28/mode/2up, viewed May 29, 2021.  

116. Alexander Harwood c. Robert Vause, Robert Hall and Richard Clayton. Court of 
Chancery, Bills and Answers, Hamilton’s Division, Book Index H, Page 103. May 11, 
1648. https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
alma990007118320205756, viewed May 26, 2021. Reference to Chancery Court of 
England case supplied by Library of Virginia. 

117. Will of John Leed [Ladd]. Henrico County, Virginia court records, 10th of 6th month 
1679 (Quaker date system). Book 1, Page 140, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9GY-Q4GQ?cat=365008, viewed May 20, 2021. The will speaks of 
“land of mine joyning upon Claytons.” 

118. WikiTree profile manager: Heather Brown. Amos Ladd Sr (1679 - abt. 1745). https://
www.wikitree.com/wiki/Ladd-340, viewed May 20, 2021. Notes: This site provide good 
geographical information and documentation on John Ladd’s farm, next to Clayton’s. 
Coordinates are approximately 37.41673577611456, -77.2988351489817. 

119. Wikipedia. Thomas Walmsley (judge). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Thomas_Walmsley_(judge), viewed May 30, 2021.  

120. Christening of Richard Cleaton. Bolton, Lancashire, February 16, 1611. https://
www.findmypast.com/sign-in?nextPage=/transcript?
id=R_950934153&fulfillmentTypeKey=6891, viewed June 5, 2021. Richard is noted to 
be the son of Rauffe Cleaton. Map coordinates for Bolton are 53.57709319809933, 
-2.428130157011877. 

121. Account of the estate of Ralph Clayton of Leyland, Lancashire. Archdeaconry of Chester, 
June 24, 1637. Instrument number 118B/9, Lancashire Archive. https://
lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=576248, 
viewed June 10, 2021.  

122. The National Archives. Currency converter: 1270–2017. https://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/, viewed June 10, 2021.  

123. Recognizance Roll: Manchester, Midsummer 1634. Lancashire County Quarter Sessions, 
April 21, 1634. Instrument number QSB/1/139/89. https://
discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0248757f-f42c-4a68-beac-b7ddbf571065, 
viewed June 6, 2021. “Richard Clayton of Failsworth in the County of Lancaster 
husbandman… personally appeared before me and entered into recognizance with 

[ 28 ]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamestown,_Virginia
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000362454
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000362454
https://archive.org/details/cavalierspioneer00nuge/
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01LVA_INST/9cpp9q/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Ladd-340
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Ladd-340
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
https://www.findmypast.com/sign-in?nextPage=/transcript?
https://www.findmypast.com/sign-in?nextPage=/transcript?
https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=576248
https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=576248
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0248757f-f42c-4a68-beac-b7ddbf571065
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0248757f-f42c-4a68-beac-b7ddbf571065


sufficient sureties for his personal appearance… to answer to getting of a bastard child 
upon the body of Judith Radcliffe of Ashton over Lyne in the said County spinster.” 

124. King, W.J., Punishment for Bastardy in Early Seventeenth-Century England. Albion: A 
Quarterly Journal Concerned with British Studies, 1978. 10(2): p. 130-151. https://
www.jstor.org/stable/4048339?seq=1, viewed May 30, 2021.  

125. Henry Fishwick, History of the Parish of Rochdale, in the County of Lancaster. 1889, 
Rochdale, Lancashire: James Clegg, Wet Rake. 588 pages. https://books.google.com/
books/download/The_History_of_the_Parish_of_Rochdale_in.pdf?
id=zSNKAQAAMAAJ&output=pdf&sig=ACfU3U2T6nZFmBOlOQqMGDCZVWJaaPl
_Qg, viewed May 30, 2021. The section on Todmorden Hall begins on p. 467 (PDF p. 
534). 

126. Rosemary Sgrol. Clitheroe. https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/
1604-1629/constituencies/clitheroe, viewed June 2, 2021. Notes: Originally published in 
The History of Parliament: the House of Commons 1604-1629. 

127. Stewart-Brown, R., The Pedigree of the Claytons of Crooke, Fulwood and Adlington, in 
the County of Lancaster. The Genealogist, 1910. XXVI. https://archive.org/details/
genealogist2619selb/page/n291/mode/2up, viewed February 19, 2021.  

[ 29 ]

https://www.jstor.org/stable/4048339?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4048339?seq=1
https://books.google.com/
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/
https://archive.org/details/



